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Vertiv (VRT) Sustainability Report 

Profile: 
 

Vertiv provides power and cooling equipment in data centers and telecom industries. Data centers house 

computing equipment for all types of organizations. Vertiv’s cooling equipment generally removes hot air 

generated by the computing equipment in a data center and replaces it with cooler air since overheating 

damages the equipment. The company also supplies steel frame racks to store equipment used in data 

centers.  
 

What Vertiv Does Well: 
 

Vertiv is an essential provider for data centers, and management notes the “energy transition as an 

opportunity for Vertiv.” When our firm talked with management, having greater efficiency has become 

“table stakes” in the data center industry and often why Vertiv wins new business.  

 

Vertiv notes its water-free cooling systems used for thermal management “have saved billions of gallons 

of water a year worldwide since [they] introduced them in 2013.” On the heels of a recent partnership, a 

Senior Vice President of Intel’s Thermal business stated “Vertiv helps customers accelerate the adoption 

of AI quickly and reliably, while also helping them to achieve sustainability goals.” 

 

A few other highlights from Vertiv are: 

• Management told our firm the company has helped increase data center energy efficiency by 90% 

over the last 15 years 

• The company offers a trade-in program for customers to recycle old systems in return for 

discounted new systems 

• The company has started implementing converters in products to facilitate adoption of alternative 

energy, notably solar and wind power to power data centers  

• The company is aligned with the Task Force on Climate-Related Financial Disclosures Index  

As a whole, Vertiv continues to emphasize sustainability in decision-making. At a recent investor day, 

management said “We are extending our sustainability thinking in all our plants now, focusing not only 

on energy but also on emission and water usage. We're rolling out globally now to really be a sustainable 

company.” 

Concerns: 
 

Our firm’s main concerns with Vertiv, and data centers generally, is the environment footprint. While 

data centers are an essential infrastructure for today’s world, they utilize immense amounts of energy and 

water. For example, Vertiv customer Meta reported that “data centers generate[d] the highest percentage 

of our energy use, water use, and GHG emissions” in 2022. Another data-center intensive company, 

Google, reported a 21% increase in water usage in 2022 to 5.6 billion gallons, which could fill nearly 

8,500 Olympic-sized swimming pools.  

 

While Vertiv does not operate data centers, they facilitate operations; our firm also notes the company has 

been instrumental in increasing resource efficiency, as discussed above. Vertiv, however, has not yet 

disclosed Scope 1 or 2 emission, which our firm would like to see in the coming years. 

 

One other concern is diversity. Just four of 13 of executives and two of 11 board of directors are women. 

The company did not report any specific diversity metrics for the 27,000-employee base either, which our 

firm would encourage the company to do.   
 

Shareholder Engagement: 
 



None. 
 

ESG Scores: 
 

 
 

Conclusion: 
 

Overall, our firm believes that Vertiv is an integral for higher efficiency data centers. While the company 

has room to improve reporting and diversity, we believe the positive implications the products offer 

environmentally far outweigh these issues. Therefore, we believe Vertiv is a sustainability-conscious 

investment to take part in the proliferation of data centers.  
 

 

This research is proprietary and intended for informational purposes only. It may not be reproduced or transmitted 

to any third party or used for any other purpose without the prior written consent of Reynders, McVeigh Capital 

Management, LLC. This research is based on current public information at the time of publication that RMCM 

considers reliable, but RMCM does not represent that it is accurate or complete, and it should not be relied on as 

such. This research may not represent the current views of RMCM. The information, opinions, estimates and 

forecasts contained herein are as of the date hereof and are subject to change without prior notification. RMCM 

seeks to update its research as appropriate, but this is not guaranteed. Reports are published at irregular intervals 

as deemed appropriate in the RMCM Research Department’s judgment. Other RMCM professionals may provide 

oral or written market commentary or trading strategies to clients that reflect opinions that are contrary to the 

opinions expressed in this research. 

 

RMCM provides its research on an objective basis, supplying all research reports produced in the past year on its 

password-protected website rmcmresearch.com. The reports on rmcmresearch.com, however, do not represent all of 

the securities purchased, sold, or recommended for RMCM’s advisory clients. This research is not an offer to sell or 

the solicitation of an offer to buy any security. It does not constitute a personal recommendation or take into 

account the particular investment objectives, financial situations, or needs of individual clients. Clients should 

consider whether any advice or recommendation in this research is suitable for their particular circumstances and, 

if appropriate, seek professional advice, including tax advice. The price and value of investments referred to in this 

research and the income from them may fluctuate. Past performance is not a guide to future performance, future 

returns are not guaranteed, and a loss of original capital may occur. Fluctuations in exchange rates could have 
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adverse effects on the value or price of, or income derived from, certain investments. It should not be assumed that 

recommendations made in the future will be profitable or will equal the performance of the security discussed 

herein. 


